
Short tales

for the kindly hearted

Presented by

David Gavilan

SurrealiTales

August 25, 2011



ii



Copyright notice

c©David Gavilán Ruiz, 2011

Don’t copy or distribute this work without the ex-
plicit permision from the author.

Contact information:
david@endavid.com



iv Copyright notice



Contents

Copyright notice iii

1 A brain’s hole tale 1

2 Par-cell 3

3 God herself 5

4 Luck magnet 7

5 Dark Ages 9

6 Cat interlude 11

7 The longest night 13

8 Optionality syndrome 15
8.1 First option . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
8.2 Bifurcation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
8.3 Out of my way . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
8.4 Multiplied by himself . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
8.5 Last choice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21



vi CONTENTS



Chapter 1

A brain’s hole tale

Future intelligent life in our universe would have but
one remaining option: to inject enough information
into a new universe to recreate our civilization on the
other side of the wormhole.

Michio Kaku - “Parallel Worlds”

This is a tale of an ordinary man with ordinary thoughts. But
something extraordinary happened to those thoughts, although no
one really ever noticed. How do I know about it then, it doesn’t
really matter. The name of the man doesn’t really matter either,
but let’s call him Ebwhe, or just Eb for short.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 2

Par-cell

The tragedy of old age is not that one is old, but
that one is young.

Oscar Wilde - “The Picture of Dorian Gray”

This is the story of Boddes, a man who had to fight his own
body in order to achieve his ultimate goal in this universe: to live
a humble life.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 3

God herself

One of the truly bad effects of religion is that it
teaches us that it is a virtue to be satisfied with not
understanding.

Richard Dawkins - “The God Delusion”

This story is about the origin of all things, and about a particular
woman turned into a goddess who wasn’t interested in becoming
one.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 4

Luck magnet

I’m a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I
work, the more I have of it.

Thomas Jefferson

This is the tale of Jimbo, a truly lucky man, or so everyone
thought. All his wishes could have become true, if only he had
wished for something. Some people get what they deserve, while
others get what others deserve. And some others, they just don’t
care. But let me tell you Jimbo’s story, and leave the morale to
the reader’s judgment.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 5

Dark Ages

Shall pain help me reach completeness?

KOS-MOS in Xenosaga

Without the proper care, magic can be a dangerous thing. Even
experienced witches can get burnt after abusing fire spells. Apart
from these dangers, the black mage in our story suffered the con-
sequences of casting her spells in a world that was not in need of
them.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 6

Cat interlude

Dogs have Masters. Cats have staff.

Anonymous

Have you ever paid attention to cats’ lives? Cats have their own
dramas, and humans participate in some of these. Since the lifes-
pan of a human is longer than that of a cat, a single human can
witness many cat dramas during his or her lifetime. This story is a
recollection of some of such dramas.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com



12 Cat interlude



Chapter 7

The longest night

All men, whilst they are awake, are in one common
world: but each of them, when he is asleep, is in a
world of his own.

Plutarch

Some people seem to never get enough sleep. How much sleep is
necessary for a person to fully recover from the stress of the day?
The protagonist of this story managed to sleep long enough so the
world that was stressing him had become a completely different
one by the time he woke up.

Previously published.
Check http://endavid.com
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Chapter 8

Optionality syndrome

What is it about options that is so difficult for us?
Why do we feel compelled to keep as many doors
open as possible, even at great expense? Why can’t
we simply commit ourselves?

Dan Ariely - “Predictably Irrational”

Giving up on options is hard. Even worse, the more options we
have, the more unfortunate we may feel when giving up on some of
them. This story is about a man who found a brute-force solution
to this dilemma.

8.1 First option

Albee, or Al for short, lived in a perfect world. Well, almost. It was
the 23rd century on Earth, and science had advanced in such ways
that the things a person could do in a lifetime were one hundred
times more the number of things a normal person could do two
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centuries earlier. Not only most stuff could be done faster, but
also there were more kinds of stuff to do too.

Al was a quite successful lawyer. That was mostly thanks to
a recent boom on genetics and child design. Since there were lots
of parents worried about the unfairness of this selective breeding
through engineering, Al found his niche in court by spending a lot
of time reading about genetics and helping parents to protect their
genetic rights.

But Al wasn’t actually much interested in genetics. He was
even starting to get tired of his work as a lawyer. He played with
the idea of quitting his job and starting a new career as a piano
player. He was not a very good musician, but with enough time and
effort, he might be able to even get some money from it. Perhaps
he should invest some money in some genetic venture, and just
watch his investment grow while he had fun with the piano. But
then again, he needed time to learn about investments, and then
more time to monitor them.

While reading a new journal about genetics for one of his cases,
Al accidentally stumbled upon what seemed then the solution to
his dilemma. A guy called Teeqm claimed that it was possible
to clone a human being in complete adult form. Furthermore, he
claimed that it was possible to artificially accelerate cell growth
in such a way that in just one year a 30-year-old person could be
fully cloned. This, he explained, would solve donor problems in
difficult transplant cases, where the patient had lost multiple limbs
or organs, as sometimes happens in traumatic accidents.

Stating the obvious, this was a breakthrough in medicine. It
was exactly the kind of investment Al was looking for. He could
become rich, he thought. But Al was not thinking of transplants.
Al naively thought that if one could clone himself, he could do in
parallel all the things he wanted to. And Al was willing to become
the first client in this venture.
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8.2 Bifurcation

Al contacted Professor Teeqm and arranged a business meeting
with him. Al was eager to push his idea forward, so he invited the
Professor to an expensive and quiet restaurant by the pier. The
sound of the sea helped his thoughts to become sharp. They talked
about Teeqm’s research, and at the second course, Al rushed in his
clone business idea.

Teeqm listened curiously to Al’s plan. It had a serious flaw.
The problem was, Teeqm explained, that although the clone would
have a brain, this would be “empty”. The artificial growth induced
to the clone’s cells didn’t create any neural connection. If the clone
was to be awaken after that one year of growth, it would basically
have the brain of a newborn.

But Al was not as naive as Teeqm had believed. Al had already
thought about the clone’s brain. Al explained that a few years ago
scientists had managed to create a full map of the brain, with all
of its connections. This revolutionized science the same way the
disclosure of the human DNA did. And now the same scientists
who published that discovery also claimed that, given enough time,
it was possible, in principle, to “copy” one brain into another, given
that both brains were almost identical.

For some reason, Teeqm started to feel some cold sweat down
his spine. He was a kind of clone himself, and he had been angry
at the world because of that for some time. Now he was on the
verge of becoming something worse than those doctors who created
him. And wasn’t Al worried about the moral implications of such
a thing? -he inquired.

Al should know better than anyone, being a lawyer specialized
in genetics and ethics. Al replied that he understood, that’s why he
arrived to the conclusion that they should try it first by themselves.
If successful, they could then show to the world that there was
nothing wrong with cloning oneself. Furthermore, Al suggested
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that to create more impact they should go big numbers. Al wanted
to create twelve copies of himself.

8.3 Out of my way

Three years later, Al and Teeqm’s experiment on cloning and brain
transferring was a success. Al renamed himself as Al 0, and named
his clones after him, from Al 1 to Al 12. They published their
results in a scientific journal, and it didn’t take long before the Al
clones pictures appeared all over the press.

Al 0 and Teeqm didn’t want to start their business right away,
although they got many tempting calls from rich people who were
interested in their cloning technology. Al 0 suggested they bet-
ter wait prudently and observe the reaction of the media. More
importantly, they needed some time to prove the Al clones were
safe.

At the beginning, the Al clones were all very confused. They
all thought they were Al 0, and that some other clone had played
a trick on them. The only thing to tell them apart was a leather
wristband with their respective number that Al 0 had placed on
them before they woke up. Al 0 wore a wristband himself, with
number 0 engraved on its leather.

Al 0 had booked twelve plane tickets to different cities he
wanted to visit himself, and randomly handled them to the clones.
As a matter of fact, they did know about Al 0’s plans, since their
brains had been synchronized after he had thought of such plans.

Each clone needed to distinguish a bit himself from the others,
and there was no better way for this than enjoying different expe-
riences. These experiences, however, needed to be shared between
the other clones, since this was the point from the beginning, to be
able to do many things in parallel. So by the end of the week they
would meet online and share their recordings, and talk about what
they did during the week. Since their brains wouldn’t be empty
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anymore, it would not be possible to sync them anymore.
And that’s how the Al clones, amidst a brief outburst of pop-

ularity in the press, started to live different lives. Al 0, however,
kept living his.

8.4 Multiplied by himself

The first online meeting of Al 0 and the clones started by mourning
Al 4, whose plane had crashed before he could reach his destination.
They all felt sorry for his death as if it were the death of themselves,
but they also felt relieved that there were still twelve of them, so
Al was basically still alive.

At the next meeting, three of the clones, Al 5, Al 7, and Al 9,
confessed that they were tired of the vacations forced upon them.
It had been fun, but they were planning to go back home. Of
course, “home” was Al 0’s house, but as it turned out, Al 0 hadn’t
thought of everything. His place was too small for four grownups.
They were free to come back, but they would have to look for a
place to stay by themselves. Al 0 had split his money in different
bank accounts for each clone. After all, they were all him. That
money should be enough for a start.

Al 10 decided to pursue a career as a pianist at the country
he was sent to. It was a quiet city full of musicians and people
who appreciated music, and Al 10 got probably “infected” by this
musical “virus”. The other clones somehow envied him, but they
were happy to hear about his progress every week.

Eventually, Al 6 and 8 would travel to the same city as Al 10
to also pursue a similar dream. Al 6 started violin, and Al 8 went
for cello. Since they had their own private meetings between the
three, only one of them would appear to Al’s weekly meeting. The
musician clone would talk about the progress of the three of them
as a band.

Al 2 and 3 had been enjoying their time at beach resorts. They
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liked that lifestyle so much, that they agreed to move together to
a tropical island and start a restaurant there. Al 1 visited them
and enjoyed their food and the island so much, that he became a
regular client. In fact, he became a travel agent and sent so many
tourists there, that 2 and 3 were too busy to attend the weekly
meetings regularly.

Al 11 had been busy looking for investors for their genetic busi-
ness. He was quite successful, and Al 0 and Teeqm agreed that
Al 11 should start a branch of their company in that country, once
their business was on and ready. Everything pointed out that they
could go online by the end of that year.

In the meantime, at every meeting, Al 12 took care of all the
logs. He rewrote them in a coherent form, and started selling then
to the press. He turned out to be quite a good writer, and he would
eventually write novels for a living, both fiction and non-fiction.

Al 5 ran out of money and finally Al 0 took pity of him and let
him live with him. He became very lazy, and spent most of the day
at home playing games, reading, or lazily playing the piano. He
gained weight, and it was quite disturbing for Al 0 to see himself in
such condition. However, Al 5 took care of all the housework and
cooking, which gave Al 0 some extra free time. Besides, the guy
could almost read his mind most of the time, so he was without
doubt the best house mate he could ever find.

Al 7 took notice of the success of Al 12 and started selling
their stories on TV. He became a regular in a popular TV show.
Not only he was getting well paid, but he also married a famous
rich woman, so he was probably the most successful one of all the
clones.

The most indecisive clone was Al 9. He tried doing all kind of
stuff, but he always quitted before he could get good at it, just
to start a completely new different thing. He was jealous of the
success of all the others, but he hold a special grudge on Al 7, who
became rich at expense of the others.
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With time, Al 9’s jealousy became hatred. Since he lived in
the same city as Al 7, one day he called him and invited him to
dinner, to a quiet restaurant by the harbor. 9 let all his hatred get
out from his mouth during the meal, and 7, very upset, left before
the desserts. 9 followed 7 along the pier. When 7 realized he was
being followed, it was already too late. 9 pushed him out of the
pier and 7 fell into the darkness below. His spine crashed when he
hit the rocks, and he died in an instant.

Al 9 was quick to swap his clothes and his wristband with Al
7’s. He rented a boat and took 7’s body to deeper waters. He
dropped his body there.

When Al 9 reached his small flat, he wrote a fake suicide note
and left the note on a visible place. He left the apartment with no
intention of ever coming back, and he became Al 7. In his role as
Al 7, he appeared as surprised as the others when Al 0, in their
weekly meeting, told them that they had found Al 9’s body washed
ashore by the beach.

8.5 Last choice

Al 0 hadn’t been exactly fair with his clones. He held from them
some important information. Right after his brain was copied to
the clones’ brains, Teeqm came to him and told him that he had
took the liberty to mark the Al clones. Each clone had a distinc-
tive genetic watermark, so a full DNA test could tell them apart.
Purposely, he had kept this information away from Al 0 until this
day, so the clones couldn’t know. It was up to Al 0 to decide what
to do with this watermark.

When the police contacted Al 0 regarding the body they found
at the beach, Zero’s guts told him that something really bad had
happened. That’s because that body had a wristband with a “9”
engraved on it. It was also this gut feeling that told him he had
better confide the police with the watermarks of the clones.
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In less than 24 hours the police contacted him again to inform
him that the body they had found was actually that of Al 7. Zero’s
heart sinked.

And that’s how Zero knew during the online meeting with the
clones that the Al 7 there was actually fake. He was 9 in disguise,
planning to take over 7’s life. Al 0 pretended he didn’t know about
the real identity of the body, just to be able to alert the police
about 9’s whereabouts. 9 was arrested by the end of the meeting.

It was Al 0 himself who took the case to court and successfully
sent Al 9 to prison. The case, of course, was a scandal. But that
was not such a big concern for Zero. What disturbed him most
was that he didn’t know his clones anymore. Some of them were
enjoying lives that Al 0 would have wanted to live himself, but just
chatting about these lives was not the same as enjoying them.

In the end, Zero ended up the way he started, working as a
genetic lawyer. Even worse, working for his own case. It was not
clear how the world could benefit from their cloning technology, but
what seemed clear was that they had better rethink their marketing
strategy. And most clear of all, it was about time Al started closing
some doors and giving up some options. No matter how bad you
try, you just can’t live several lives in a single universe.


